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June 19, 2009 
 
 
Governor Janice K. Brewer  
Executive Office 
1700 West Washington 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 
 
Dear Governor Brewer,  
 
The 2009 National Conference on Tobacco or Health was a great success, and on behalf of the 
Arizona Department of Health Services, Bureau of Tobacco and Chronic Disease, I want to thank 
you for attending and speaking at the Opening Plenary of the Conference.  
 
Arizona was host to more than 2,400 attendees from around the world. While the current economy 
across the U.S. has created traveling constraints in both the private and public sectors, participation 
at the 2009 National Conference on Tobacco or Health was above the national average for 
conferences held this past year.  
 
Governor, your attendance was the highlight of the Conference! You were a champion for the many 
residents around the state who work every day to decrease tobacco dependence and promote better 
health for all Arizonans.  Your support of tobacco control in Arizona, especially of our recently 
launched youth prevention campaign, is vital to our movement statewide and abundantly 
appreciated.  
 
As you discussed in your remarks, the recent 20 percent decline in smoking in Arizona is the single 
greatest achievement in the U.S., and the nation is once again looking to Arizona to see "how we 
did it!"   We were proud to have you spotlighted on a national platform as Arizona took its rightful 
place of national prominence in tobacco control.  
 
Understanding that the economic crisis is the paramount issue in our state, and that we strive every 
day to ensuring the highest return on our specific uses of tobacco tax dollars, I thought it may be of 
interest to you to know how our success is paying off in economic terms.  Not including the 
thousands of additional Arizonans who have already quit tobacco use this year, and those who will 
quit in the coming years, we can conservatively project that the 170,000 Arizonans who quit 
smoking in 2008 will bring an estimated savings of over $21 million per year in productivity 
and healthcare costs over the remainder of their lifetimes.   
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I want to also thank you for taking the additional time to meet with our VIP guests from state and 
national organizations working in tobacco control. Our colleagues from the American Heart 
Association, American Cancer Society, American Lung Association, Centers for Disease Control, 
National Cancer Institute and others were very delighted to meet you.  
 
In our role as host of the National Conference on Tobacco or Health, we received an overwhelming 
amount of positive feedback from attendees. We truly appreciate your participation and look 
forward to working with you as we continue to elevate Arizona as a leader in tobacco control and 
the prevention of chronic disease.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Wayne Tormala, Bureau Chief 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
Bureau of Tobacco and Chronic Disease 
 
(602) 364-0834 
wayne.tormala@azdhs.gov 
www.tobaccofreearizona.com 
 

 
 
 
 
c:  Beth Kohler Lazare 

 
 
 
 
 


